Penicullk @story and attractions

Penicuik grew um prehistoryon the edge of the wooded valley
of the River Esk. The Britonic peohkre spoke an old form of
Welsh -the invasions of the Angles and the Scots had not yet
begun. The village was in aeflered sandy hollow overlooking
the Esk valley, with pure springs and fertile pasture. It tihak
name Penicuikneaningd KA &t KS 2®dzO01 22 ¢ 2 NJ
Broomhill still overloo&the town centre today.
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The Romans passed Pgnicuikon either side They and other
north-southtravellers kept to the high ground away from the
tangled and dangerous river valleys, crossing only by a fdiv we
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Oncethe Romans$ad left Britaincameunder attack from sea

Invaders The local kingLot, withstrongholdson EdinburghRock
and TraprairLawand a settlement at Mount Lothigunist across
the Esk from Penicuik, kept the peace as far as he caarnake
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hisromanbuildingfrom the era of Carausius becarkeown as
| NI KHizMEDeh Q 2 Iystood at
Stenhousemuir, Camelon near the
old Antonine Wall and was Gy
supposedly used by Arthur and his £
roundtable in the sixth century. |
Destroyedfor its stonein 1743, it
was replicatedo form the roof of
the dovecotat Penicuik House.
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thS 1 Agnéd dp dobe a wise Christian leader, known by his
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Christian leadem these parts Mungosupposedhhad a test of
strength with the Merlin the senior old faith adviser) at Stobo
twenty miles south of Penicuila dzy 32 Q& 3INBI| 0 SN.
IS sald to hav@urled the Merlm over a wall.

Stobo Kirkby JM Patrick 19&6dits Mungo & Merlin window

Faith leaders in those days immersed themselves in cold baths
spring water. The Well of Heavenly Agua is not far from Penicl
beyond Carlops. ReA OdzA {1 Q& OKdzNDOK | yR
St Mungo. His fame travelled to the kingdom of Strathclyde
where he was an adviser to the court in Dumbarton and
Glasgow, and south to Hoddam, Cumbria, and what is now
Wales, where Mungo began what became St ASK Q& OFI

Mungods tomb



Penicuik survived the next thousand years with scarcely a
historical mention. The area was part of the hunting forests
around Edinburgh, anlibcal community leaders coulibld their
f ' YR & CND &t the R Nypkssdreprovied ¢hey
turned out for hIS servu:e at the blast of a huntlng horn.
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Mungo continued at the heart of the little communités at

Biggar the church sat in the middle of a circular enclosure,
pathways running round the enclosed ground on either side.
Penicuikwith its doves ananemories of St Mungayas stillwell

off the beaten trackBut as Edinburgh developgithe routesthat

flanked thePentlandHillsbecame ever more important for trade
as cattle and sheep were driven to city markets

Here tucked into the slopes neblnnemlleburn at Spltal ‘mc;*nks
ran a hospital where travellers could find shelter. Here, outside
the city but close to the Scottish court (like the similar one at
Soutra) advanced surgery and anaesthetic herbs could be usel
discreetly for healing or chilcibh.



A mile or two down the Esk at Rosslyn, William St Clair (Lord
Chancellor and High Admiral of Scotland) started an elaborate
collegiate chapel in 1446, with an acoustic engrailed vaulted
crypt. He endowed a college of men and boys to sing for his so
for all time. These harmonic collegiate chapels were popular in
the years before the Reformation, others are at Crichton, Setor
and Restalrig. For the last 20 years Penicuik vaults singers he
chanted every Sunday afternoon In one or other of the @i|ap
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In the 1400s St Clalr |anuence as earls of Rosslyn, Caithness
Orkney ran from Pentland Hills to Pentland Firth. Orkney was
then a hub of longhaul navigation (and comtued to the days of
Captain Cook, Captain Bligh and the Hudsons Bay Company, :
them drew their crews from there). St Clair used craftsmen froi
far and wide to create Rosslyn Chapel. Exotic interior carving

suggests |nﬂuence rom Spaln and Portugad even Ind|a
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With the spread of world discovery and new ideas through
printing, Europe began to feel the upheaval of Reformation.
Penicuik was no different. The old establishaunifg of Penicuik
of that llk left their estate and tumbledown Penicuik Castle by
Broom Hill to seek their fortune in medicine and seafaring. The
t SYAOdzA 1 SadldS 6AGK Ad&a AGCN
bought in 1646 by Scots merchant John ClekkavQ R Y| R S
fortune as an art dealer in Paris. This was during the civil war ir
Britain and the Thirty Years War in Europe, when families were
fleeing in all directions and loot and treasured possessions
changed hands at low prices to raise desperatelydeelecash.
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hundreds of dissenting Covenanters from Dumfries anco@al
were massacred by government forces at Rullion Green. Robe
Louis Stevenson would later write vividly of this event.
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